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“Tirgan Ceremony™

The 13thday of each month is called "Tir" in ancient \
Iran; and Tishatar in modern Persian. So when the \_*‘\
day of tir approaches the month of Tir, Iranian hold a
ceremony with the name of Tirgan which is observed
on July 1st, and is known as rain festival. There are
some customs associated with Tirgan for instance;
one such a tradition is known as "fate-pot".

One day before the festival, they gather to each
other choose a maid and give her a green color wide
mouth jar. They call it "Duleh”. She carries the jar
toward every one, and those who are interested put i
some small objects such as: coin, ring, pin and things He, \
like that in the jar and also make a wish. ooy / /4, ¢/

The girl brings the jar while there are also some ¥y I /
elder present that versify and sing some couplets.

Consequently the girl brings those things out of the jar 1
one by one. The owner of the objects comes out, finds

out that the couplets which were sung already are

some how related to his / her wish and desire.

Another related custom is tying "rain bow _colored
bracelet on their wrists" , which are worn for ten days and on "wind day" they throw it from some high
places such as a roof top and give it to the wind. This bracelet is made from seven color full silk cot-
tons which is very soft and spins together. It is seven, because they are emblematic of seven colors of
rain bow in sky.

Beside these tradition and customs there are some histories. One belief say, Tirgan is associated
with the legend of the arrow (Tir) some belief that during the kingdom of _ Manochehr over Iran, Afra-
siab's army occupied most part of Iran, so they determined to make peace and to set the boundary
between Iran and Turan. So Arash who then know as Arash the Archer, had to ascend mount Dama-
vand and from there discharge an arrow toward the east and the place in which the arrow fell should
form the boundary between two kingdoms.

There is also another belief about this festival that is related to Sussanian period. It did not rain for
seven years so that there was a famine.

Finally, on this day, people went to desert and by praying GOD wished for rain. The rain started and
therefore the country was emancipated from aridity and drought. Thus Iranian celebrates this day and
sprinkle water on one another.

Hanieh momeni

Expert of Mirab

Tecnical Department
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